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Her name is Omakayas, or Little Frog, because her first step was a hop, and she lives on an island

in Lake Superior. One day in 1850, Omakayasâ€²s island is visited by a group of mysterious people.

From them, she learns that the chimookomanag, or white people, want Omakayas and her people

to leave their island and move farther west.  That day, Omakayas realizes that something so

valuable, so important that she never knew she had it in the first place, could be in danger: Her way

of life. Her home.
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No one becomes a children's librarian in the hopes of someday striking it rich. We all do it for our

separate, twisted, obscure little reasons that probably have their roots somewhere in our youth. I did

it partly because I realized that I wasn't cut out to be an archival librarian (the moment of inspiration

came when my husband pointed out that I'd set my coffee cup down on my conservation textbook)

and partly for two little words: readers advisory. I love recommending good books to good readers. I

love recommending good books to bad readers. I love recommending good books period. And if I

were to calculate the most frequently cited question I get on the children's room floor it might be,

"My child loves the Laura Ingalls Wilder books. What else can you recommend?". Now until now my



instinct was to grab "The Birchbark House" by Louise Erdrich and thrust it into the waiting patron's

arms. Now, unfortunately, I have a choice to make. "The Birchbark House" is good, yes. But its

sequel, "The Game of Silence" is even better. How can I go about not recommending the sequel

before its predecessor? I can't. Just the same, "The Game of Silence" does not absolutely require

that "The Birchbark House" be read in order to understand the following story. It stands on its own

beautifully and it shouldn't be any wonder to anyone that it garnered itself the 2006 Scott O'Dell

Award for historical fiction. It undoubtedly deserved it.Having survived the smallpox plague of 1847,

Omakayas still mourns the loss of her little baby brother, but keeps her spirit strong. Good thing too.

A band of raggedy homeless people have arrived in the girl's Ojibwe camp and her good tribe takes

them in immediately.

When Louise Erdrich's THE BIRCHBARK HOUSE was published in 1999, it was widely hailed as an

alternative to the beloved "Little House" series, exploring roughly the same time period and same

geographical area as that covered by Laura Ingalls Wilder's novels. Much like the "Little House"

books, THE BIRCHBARK HOUSE documented the traditions, celebrations, joys, and sorrows of an

ordinary family. In Erdrich's novel, though, this family is part of an Ojibwe community rather than a

group of white pioneers. Readers who came to know Omakayas, the heroine of THE BIRCHBARK

HOUSE, have been waiting a long time to find out what happens next to this vibrant, likeable

character and her family. The good news is that the sequel, THE GAME OF SILENCE, is finally

here, and it was definitely worth waiting for. THE GAME OF SILENCE opens with a dramatic scene

that sets the theme of much of the rest of the novel. Omakayas's small community is shocked by the

arrival of strangers, other native peoples who have been displaced by chimookomanag, or white

people. Frightened, half-starved and angry, the survivors become part of Omakayas's life, and their

harrowing stories instill fear and anxiety into everyone's hearts. Could they be the next to lose their

homes? Erdrich writes, "They would all fear to lose something huge, something so important that

they never even knew that they had it in the first place. Who questions the earth, the ground

beneath your feet? They had always accepted it --- always here, always solid. That something was

home." Omakayas worries about her home, too. She loves her family and the land where they live.

She thinks, "If they ever had to leave, ...her heart might fall right out of her body to lie forever on the

ground it loved.
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